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A question that is often asked by people is, why in
we have not changed from numberical all these years
marking to grading ? The answer to that would seem to
be : when a discipline originates it starts with a
rudimentary knowledge which gradually traverses towards
precision and improvement. Another answer could be
ignorance, inertia and lack of will.

When we resorted to the use of numerical marking
system, our understanding of the subject was nominal.
The only consideration at that point of time was to
quantity students performance for the purpose of
arriving at a variety of decisions. This gave rise to
the development of a internal scale with a minimum of
zero on the side and a maximum of hundred on the other
side of the scale with the assumption that the entire
scale is divided into hundred units of equal size.
This found favour and over the years it was so institu-
tionalized that people found if difficult to accept
that students achievement can be expressed in any other
form than the numerical marks.
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This was the time when there was little understan-
ding of the significance of a balanced question paper,
intra and inter-examiner variability, factors countrib-
uting to error in measurement, content validity, reliability
criterion-referenced measurement, self-referenced
measurement, norm referenced measurement, in adequacies and
imperfection of interval scale etc. with the passage of
time, new ideas emerged. Attempts were initiated to
perfect evaluation procedures. Measurement and evaluation
emerged as a separate discipline. It attached the best
of the minds and of them, some had very solid the
background.
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